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Bigger  isn’t  necessarily  bet- 
ter when  it  comes  to  classical 
music  — while  larger,  big- 
udget  companies  grab  the  lion’s 
ihare  of  headlines,  there’s  lots  of 
ood  music  to  be  heard  by  cham- 
?er  groups  throughout  the  Bay 
rea.  These  programs  represent  a 
iide  variety,  spanning  15th-cen- 
iry  works  to  contemporary  quar- 
ts. Most  are  both  affordable  and 
iformal  — which  means  you  don’t 
ave  to  spend  a foriune  oi  pul  on  <t 
ixedo  to  attend. 

RENAISSANCE  MUSIC  is  on 
le  program  at  a two-day  event  ex- 
aoring  the  life  and  times  of 
sonardo  Da  Vinci  this  weekend  at 
.erbst  Theatre.  Hosted  by  Humani- 
(es  West,  “Leonardo  Da  ^inci:  The 
riginal  Renaissance  Man”  will  in- 
lUde  lectures  on  the  great  Italian 
list,  designer,  engineer,  architect. 
:)et  and  musician,  with  music  from 
5th-  and  16th-century  Florence  by 
e Four  Humours  Quartet. 
Performing  on  period  instru- 
lents,  the  Four  Humours  — harp- 
rhordist  Phebe  Craig,  triple 
irpist  Cheryl  Ann  Fulton,  violinist 
nira  Kammen  and  soprano  Susan 
i)de  Morris  — will  perform  works 
1 Marco  Cara,  Josquin  des  Pres, 
erafino  dall’Aquila  and  other 
rm'posers  of  the  era.  Perfor- 
ances  are  8 tonight  (following  a 
ture  by  Princeton  University’s 
leodore  Rabb),  and  during  Satur- 
;y’s  lineup,  which  runs  from  10 
■m.  to  4 p.m.  and  includes  talks 
Gene  Brucker  and  Loren  Par- 
dge  of  UC-Berkeley,  Constance 
)ffatt  of  Pierce  College  and 
lula  Findlen  of  Stanford  Univer- 
% who  will  cover  topics  includ- 
g “Living  on  the  Edge  in 
; onardo’s  Florence”  and  “From 
ulpture  to  Cannons;  Leonardo 
toks  for  a Job.”  For  more  infor- 
I ition,  call  415-788-7142,  Ext.  16. 
SPEAKING  OF  THINGS  ITAL- 
►N,  the  Borromeo  String  Quartet 
:es  its  name  from  the  northern 
jlian  region  where  it  played  its 
Kt  concerts.  But  this  is  a decidedly 
tierican  quartet;  formed  in  1989 
{ four  students  at  the  Curtis  Insti- 
!e  of  Music,  its  members  — 

■jholas  Kitchen  and  Ruggero  Al- 
ianchini  (violins),  Hsin-Yun  Huang 
ola)  and  Yeesun  Kim  (cello)  — 
ve  since  achieved  international 
rus  with  performances  at 
rnegie  Hall’s  Weill  Recital  Hall, 
mdon’s  Wigmore  Hall,  Pans’ 

•era  Bastille  and  Italy’s  Spoleto 
otival.  This  exciting  group  comes 
UC-Berkeley’s  Hertz  Hall  at  3 
n.  Oct.  18  as  part  of  Cal  Perfor- 
inces  chamber  music  series.  The 
pgram  features  Haydn’s  Quartet  in 
Major,  Op.  77,  No.  1,  “Lobkowitz”; 
Dkofiev’s  Quartet  No.  1 in  B mi- 
i;  Op.  50;  and  Beethoven’s  Quartet 
P Major,  Op.  59,  No.  1,  “Razu- 
vsky,” Gall  ^10-642-9988. 
JANACEK  TIMES  TWO  - The 


THE  BORROMEO  STRING  QUARTET  will  performjworks  by  Haydn, 
Prokofiev  and  Beethoven  on  Oct.  18  at  UC-Berkeley. 
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San  Franci.sco  Symphony  pre.sents 
its  first  chamber  music  concert  of 
the  season  at  2 p.m.  Sunday  at 
Davies  Hall,  with  a performance  of 
Leos  Janacek’s  "Mladi”  Suite. 
Quartets  by  Dohnanyi  and 
Mendelssohn  are  also  on  the  pro- 
gram. 415-864-6000.  On  Oct.  25, 
some  of  the  same  SFS  musicians 

— Robin  McKee  (flute),  Eugene 
Isotov  (oboe)  and  Don  Carroll 
(bass)  — will  appear  in  Chamber 
Music  Sundaes’  opening  program, 
which  also  features  “Mladi,”  as 
well  as  quartets  by  Debussy  and 
Brindel.  Chamber  Music  Sundaes 
performances  are  at  3:15  p.m.  in 
St.  John’s  Presbyterian  Church, 
2727  College  Ave.,  Berkeley;  415- 
566-3282  or  415-584-5946. 

KRONOS  BURNS  BRIGHTLY 

— In  celebration  of  its  25th  an- 
niversary, the  phenomenal  Kronos 
Quartet  will  present  “400  Candles” 
Oct.  29-Nov.  1 at  Yerba  Buena  Cen- 
ter. Four  programs  will  cover  an 
astonishing  range  of  composers  in 
the  quartet’s  history,  including 
Steve  Reich,  Terry  Fliley,  Harry 
Partch,  Alfred  Schnittke,  Hamza  El 
Din  and  Gabriela  Ortiz.  The  pro- 
gram on  Oct.  31  looks  especially 
interesting,  with  a solo  perfor- 
mance by  Diamanda  Galas  in 
“Malediction  and  Prayer”  and  Kro- 
nos’ staged  production  of  George 


Crumb’s  “BladHAngels."  415-978- 
2787  (41 5-978- AKTS). 

THE  NOE  VALLEY  CHAMBER 
MUSIC'S  sixth'liason  continues  at 
4 p.m.  Nov.  8 wit^i  Trio  Kakadu 
and  soprano  Susin  Rode  Morris  in 
a program  of  songs,  arias  and  vari- 
ations by  Haydn, ^lozart  and 
Beethoven.  At  the  Noe  \^lley  Min- 
istry. 1021  Sanchez,  San  Frandsca 
415-333-9444. 

IN  OPERA  NEWS,  soprano 
Elizabeth  Connell  has  replaced 
Karen  Huffstodt  in  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Opera’s  production  of  Wag- 
ner’s “Tri.stan  und  Isolde."  which 
opens  Saturday  atljihe  NV'ar  Memor- 
ial Opera  House.  Hultstodt  v^Uh 
drew  la.st  week  due  to  “artistic  dif- 
ferences." No  changes  in  the 
company’s  upcoming  “Manon," 
opening  Thursday;  the  wonderful 
Ruth  Ann  Swen.son  will  sing 
Massenet’s  title  character,  with 
tenor  Jerr>’  Hadley  and  baritone 
Rodney  Gilfry  in  supporting  roles. 
415-864-3330. 

FREEBIE  OF  THE  MONTH  - 

Tenor  David  Flagg  is  the  soloist  for 
the  Contra  Costa  Performing  Arts 
Society’s  Tuesday  program  at 
Grace  Presbyterian  Church,  2100 
Tice  Valley  Blvd.,  Walnut  Creek. 
Flagg,  accompanied  by  Sharon 
Linton  and  Wendy  Fla^  Norman, 
will  sing  songs  and  arias  by  Puc- 
cini, Mahler  and  Christian  Sinding. 
Pianists  Vera  Breheda  and  Jeroma 
Kudema  will  play  Beethoven’s 
Grosse  Fugue,  Op.  134,  and  the 
Joyov  Quintet  will  play  works  by 
Darius  Milhaud  and  Robert 
Muczynski.  The  concert  begins  at 
8 p.m.,  and  admission  is  free. 


Georgia  Rowe’s  (flassical  Notes  col- 
wnn  appears  monthly  in  thp 
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